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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 


Subject: 

JACK BENNY 







e HILDREN who "tattle" are ostracixeA-lm. 
' playmates; gangsters who “rat" on 
other gunmen meet certain death at the 
fUr * ” ne -, w ? y ride - But “squealers" who 
uiXom the Uhited States Customs officials 
about smuggling activities get a bonus. 

ror more than 100 years, the Treasury ^De- 
partment has paid such rewards to “squeal- 
*"■ , ol Paying the rewards— 

W00.000 rn the past two months— 
started as a bonus system to encourage in- 
formers. At present, the amount of the re- 
wards are based upon the grand total of the 
1 nd > 1 £!' altles assessed each convicted 
smuggles. The ‘squealers" get twenty-five 
th . e entire sum, providing that the 
reward he not more than $50,000. 

X-atest to gamer the bounty of 'the govem- 
“r a s .7!H e ? ,in e case was the pro-Nazi 
R0S .y^ eber ; wh ° su PPlieti Customs 
agents with the information that led to the 
conviction of Mrs. Elma N.ILauer, wife of Su- 
9° urt du stice Edgar -J.VLauer. who re- 
signed from the bench; JackJEenny and George 
Eums radio comedians; and Albert N\ Chap- 
el* , (or IShapiro) for smuggling. ' Miss 
Weber will! eventually be handed a govern- 
ment voucher for a sum amounting to ap- 
proximately 520,000 for her "services" ?n 

eff«r n tha°t Ut Mr. ai r fidaVit n n n tistifyin * the 
licet that Mrs. Lauer had smuggled more 

£.*" WOrth 0l jewclry and Personal 

items into this country since 1933. 

p r iudice on the part of the in- 
former doesnb make any difference to the 
government. The fact that the "squeale?" db 
rtilges information to the Customs agents to 
get even does not prevent payment of the 
reward, provided the victim is guilty of the 
charges. Miss Weber was the LauerVmaid 
fffrethougIfY”'-' 1 "- LaUer with! malice 
A German ciWien, Miss Weber was (serving 


dinn/ir at the Lauer’s one, night 
when some of the guests, includ- 
ing Chaperau, made remmarks 
that the maid considered deroga- 
tory to Hitler. Interrupting the 
meal, Rose Weber Bhouted: 

“I am a citizen of the Father- 
land. I lore Hitler and I won't 
serve any more of this dinner 
if you go on talking about him!** 
When former Justice Lauer im- 
j mediately discharged the girl, she 
! cried: 

“I’ll get even with you all for 


Christine lost no time in telling 
her story to agents of the U. S. 
Customs House. By furnishing 
agents and the United States At- 
torney's office with names of 
customers of the shop she en- 
abled them to obtain all the evi- 
dence necessary for a conviction. 

Duties owed by the dress firm 
amounted to $30,000, the fines 
imposed, $1,000; so Christine's cut, 
figured at 25 per cent, amounted 
to approximately $7,750 for 
squealing on her former em- 
ployers. 


this!” 

She did. 

Another disgruntled employee 
who put her boss “on the spot” 
and collected "blood” money from 
I the Treasury Department for 
smuggling information was Chris- 
tine A X>rouadaine. She was em- 
ployed formerly in the stock 
roomB of exclusive Marcel Rochas, 
Inc., Parisian dress importers. 
At work, Christine saw the trunks 
of lovely models, who had just 
returned from abroad, opened and 
emptied of smuggled, costly 
gowns. 

Fired last year from her job, 
CoRG^ine didn’t know that this 
countTyjJays informers in smug- 
gling cases. Her whole attitude 
^was one of pique against Guy 
Font-Joyeuse, manager 
of the dress importing firm, who 
discharged her. When dismissed, 


HpHE top reward of $50,000 for 
information in a smuggling 
case has been paid out by the 
Treasury Department only once 
in recent years. That was in 
1937, when the sum paid to “Mary 
Doe.” the fictitious name behind 
which the "squealer" hid in a 
diamond-smuggling case. The 
identity of the informer was 
never divulged by the Customs 
agents who arrested and caught 
Mrs. Pea rl\ Weinberg with $286,- 
346 worth of smuggled diamonds 
as the Bronx housewife descended 
the gangplank of the liner Nor- 
mandie. 

Acting upon information gained 
from the informant. Supervising 
Customs Agent John W. Robberts 
stumbled against Mrs. Weinbberg 
as she walked down the gang- > 
plank.- When he bumped into her, 
he knocked htm under her arm 


f 


an overnight bag, which fell, 
broke open and disclosed a faiBe 
bottom compartment wherein im- 
posed the smugged diamonds. In 
less than three days, forty pelt- 
song connected with the smug- 
gling ring were arrested. 

Only last month, another un- 
identified "squealer" caused the 
penthouse apartment of Mrs. 
James C./Ayer , wealthy socialite 
widow of the noted surgeon and 
painter, to be searched. A squad 
of Customs agents trained to spot 
a gown designed by Molyneaux 
without seeing the label rum- 
maged through the apartment and 
seized a large quantity of jewels, 
gowns and lingerie suspected of 
having been brought from abroad 
without payment of duty. The 
raid was made apparently on the 
tip on the informer, whose iden- 
tity has been carefully guarded. 
The search warrant" was based on 
ft detailed affidavit signed in a 
small neat hand. The signature 
was merely "Mary Doe." 

According to the affidavit, Mrs. 
Ayer's alleged contraband wag 
tentatively assessed as worth 
between $20,000 and $i*0,000. 
Thus, if Mrs. Ayer is convicted 
on a smuggling charge, her 
nemesis, the informer 1 who 
"squealed” to the Customs agents, 
stands to receive at least $5,000, a 
not insignificant sum for an act 
frowned upon by children and 
ounishe'* by gangsters. 




Camera shy, but noj shy about “squealing” is 
;£ose Weber, the C/erraan-born maid whor in- 
formed Customs authorities about the smug- 
gling carried on b ft Chaperao and Mrs. Lf.uer. 
Her share of th u fines levied may amount 


h6 fines levied may 
to $20,000. 







Comedian Jack Benny (above with his wile, Mary 
LI*, ntstoo) receded a suspended sentence of a 

yej r ana a riav anA k.ei * ~ .... _ »■» #• 


v . . r n j ' A , , au **' w,ucu sentence ot a 

? * d y and ,. had to pay a $10,000 fine for 
t w ? u « , , ,n f J ewcI f /. George- Burns 
^ paid a total of $10,754 in fines for a 
similar charge. 


Lovely ( Allison ^Warner (left, above) and Ann 
Naylor Challe were models at the Marcel Rochas 
Inc -;, f ,nsii " Sown shop in New York City. They 
testified that they didn’t know the gowns they 
_wcre modeling had been smuggled into America 
by other models from Paris. 


Hew York City, S. I 
December 12, 1958 



Gusto* House, 

Hew lork City, H. X. 


Dear Sin 


>7C 


There is attached hereto, a copy of 
anonywoua letter received in thin e^fie^ dated 
bar 9th, 1958, relative to one 
Hw It allegedly associated vi 
under investigation by your 

Yery truly yours. 



who is 


DBIGHT B8«ttEt, 

Special Agent in Charge. 





( copy-cmcw) 




Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


February 20, 1959. 


Special Agent in Charge, 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Sir: 


Recently while an agent or this office was at the United States 
Penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pa . , MHHHH^-equested that he be allowed Vr7 r \S7\} 
to see an agent of this Bureau. Ti^Ja^n^rviewed , when he informed that 19 
he had about seventy days longer to serve at the penitent iaty^and hj.s hoipe 
is in New fork City. He stated he would like to be transferred to^New^ork 
oity immediately because his wife is ill. ^ 


With this in mind he statei^/ire was acquainted with 
who was recently involved with JACK BENNY and GEORGE^ BUHNSp i^onnectldaTitT’ 
smuggling activities; that he was of the opinion he possibly could 1 assist in 
^^^^m^her invest iga.t ion bein^c^nducted in connection wit h- this individual, 

K® stated that (HHHflpias been^ngaged in smuggling activities 
W^^^Tons iderable period he possibly could be of assistance in 

connection with an investigation involving "LliTLh NATEY " who handles narcotics.^ 
* 

He also advised at the present time there is an indictment against him 
in New fork uounty in connection with stolen bonds and a detainer is presently 
filed against nim at the United States Penitentiary, Lewisburg, in connection 
with this matter; that he is of the opinion this indictment will be quashed at 
the time of his release. 


y~>c 


He further informed he could be of assistance to th e united State s 
Government in_ connscJ^yvU^&^^icome tax investig ation qfi 

New rork Ci^y . ^ % j 

REuOKDED & INDEXED '/]/' ^ M " 

The above information is being furnished to your 'office ’^i 
you may take the proper steps to transmit this information 'to the 
investigative agencies, in the event your office has any inf 
this individuel that may be connected with any Bureau case, it" is 
this be iffifflediately furnished to the Philadelphia Office in Itxrder- 
thorougnly interviewed before he is released. 


PAM: ATM 
62-0 

cc - Bureau 


very truly yours, 

A. B. LECKIE 

Special Agent in Charge. 




^iotcl ^lmiuxgtort 

INCORPORATED 
307 HUNTINGTON AVENUE 
BOSTON, MASS. 
BRADFORD T. KENDRICK 


_ . r« T U 




Marchl ,1939. 


Manager 


R SQQB&airryn Rnifn 


/U 8 Bureau ,Federal Investigations f C~ ij. ~~ -j . _ \ 

/ Washington. D.C. j — /..(_/ 

\ . :0ERAL C'j 0i - . J," 

To the Chief of Bureaus 

j MA-fk29 ij.i 

^/This I believe is a very important oaifflunAda^W v This 

imfonnation.the writer he! i nvm , n imtl d vinijv ^ir' 
ession. 

e^/ 

It refers to the diamond activities of the firm of 


Angeles. 


— ' I M III I mi 
and his assistant make a trip to 



rope every year about the month of April, ostensibly 
/to purohase jewelry. Some time last spring, M rs. Jack 
J'Bdnny.wif e of the radio star, was supposed to have bro - 
ught to the Sunset store, a large valuable diamond est- 
imate^^^bout^ie^OOOj-Itwas plaoed in the safe and 

and his assis 
?hile 

Europe, the diamond was supposed Eo have been 
stolen from the safe, yet there were no evidences of an 
outside attempt to steal it. They reported it to the " 

. 7 insurance Company, and some of the details to the local 
police. This was at the time that the newspapers were 
.publishing jje^ oase of the jewelry smu ggling of Jack 
Benny and^Burns. It is also known that|lljj|^Kas brought 
back jewelry from Paris and Nioe, F r.,bu^^ot know 
7 whether he paid duty on it.^Bj^H^has not a good name 
| with the Int. Rev Bureau on tflfflftters . At th is time. 

\J and altho business was making $50,000,- a ynarflHHSfc: 
assigned his property and home in Santa Barbart^m^ffr 
oontents.as per Los Angeles County records. Tfhile in Los 
Angeles during the week, dayi^estays at a house he formerl 
owned and also assigned totfHBBcat Whitely Heights ,L. A. 


- 1 - 


INCORPORATED 
307 HUNTINGTON AVENUE 
BOSTON, MASS. 
BRADFORD T. KENDRICK 
Manager 


tIc 


^^HHBlons not sign checks 
the Citizens Natl Bs 
den Plaoo. 



- 2 - 

>7 c 

does this, has an acc- 

oilywood Blvd and McCad- 


The entire activity of the fim asd^His quite 
mysterious. Perhaps you oare to invesf^ate further. 



17c 


Citizen 









« Lu 




54-717 -IX _ 


April 7, 1939 


Honorable Janes H. Hoyle 
Cossaieeioner 
Bureau of Customs 
Treasury Deportaent 
Washington, D. C. 


Kr dear Comai salonen 

I tw transmitting herewith a photo- 
static copy of an anocyaoue letter dated 
March 1, 1939, together with a pnotostatic 
copy of the envelope in which it was sailed, 
postaerked at Los Angeles, California, March 
?6, 1939, which as y be of interest to you. 


^ ^ Inclosure 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
director 


cc-Los Angeles (with inclosure) 







kksu axis cr !!v.t:T:;ir;aK. 
is . !. fcrrre.':': r j 

c:Kiji3«iGi.:»aK2 it&iisn 
f,;A" 15-1339 

WESTERN UNION 


OK 

WH 19 10 

NESCOPECK PENN MARCH 15 1939 <$15P 
/ J EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU INVESTIGATION 
IS JACK°BENNY RADIO COMEDIAN STILL UNDER INDICTMENT 







CC-150 




EAT j HA 

— cJ 
To: COMMUNICATIONS 


I'EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


1ATIONS SECTION. 


4 ' 


MARCH 16 1939 


Transmit the following message to: 




\plC 


5 ®hsylvahia 

REFERENCE IOUR TELEGRAM YESTERDAY CONCERNING JACK BENNY MUST ADVISE 
THAT THIS MATTER WAS NOT HANDLED BY THIS BUREAU AND SUGGEST THAT 


YOU COMMUNICATE KITH UNITED STATES ATTORNEY AT NEWYORKCITY FOR 
INFORMATION YOU DESIRE 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 






f 

t 


SENT VIA 


/ . 
/ * 



M 




1 




iiAT: HA 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST TO 1 


■LARCH It l?-0 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message to: ^ 


1&7C 



COPECK PENNSYLVANIA 
2 ^r.C-rJEI YaSTERDAY CONCERNING JACK EESKY MUST ADVISE 
THkT TKIS “ ATT - K ka£ not handled BY THIS BUREAU AN I SUGGEST THAT 
YOU COMMUNICATE V.'IYH UNITED STATES ATTORNEY AT Nj&YORKCITY FOR 
INFORMATION YOU DESIRE 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


r\ 


V., 


& 

m 


y.^M) 


EAT : COH 

Time: 11: 4C a.m. 


° L \ 


Jfrhrrnl Shtrcnu of Imicsttgntion 
llmtcii States Department of Kustire 
IBastjington, 3- <£. 

March 21, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 




»’„c »:f' 


In connection with your call to Inspector Foxworth last night 
regarding JackCfeenny’s case with respect to the allegation that 
Cahill is going to persecute the man rather than prosecute him, 
Mr, Foxworth telephoned me this morning after talking to Mr, 
Cahill. ~ “ 

Mr/jCahflJL said to tell you that the attorney had been in to 
see him and wanted him to dismiss the indictment; that when 
he refused to do this, the attorney wanted to enter a plea of 
nolle Voltre. Mr. Cahill is not familiar with this plea and 
informed the attorney that such pleas are not acceptable I in 
that district. Cahill also told the attorney that he would 
not take a plea of nolo contendere. 

* 

Mr. Cahill wanted you informed of his appreciation for giving 
him the information and that he would like to discuss this 
with you some time and assure you that no personalities are 
coming into the case. Mr. Foxworth advised Mr. Cahill that 
you had no interest in the matter other than to furnish him 
the information and that you knew nothing about the merits 
of the case. 


“C? 

E. A. TAMM 



CURtAU OF INVESTIGATION 

i MAR 22 19 39 
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mm 
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'frhcrnl Siiirrau of Imicstigaticm 

llmicfi flatus Drpartmrnf of Ifustirr 

LOd ANGaLoS, CALIFORNIA 
April 4, I930 




Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 



?NAL AND 
JTIAL 



y 1X6 

that 


___ In a recent conversation with 

""National Broadcasting Company of Bollywood, 
being a director and producer of shows, he advised me 
JACK BENNY, radio comedian, who, according to today's press, 
pled guilty to smuggling charges in New York City, has been 
very worried as to the outcome of the trial. t(J((j(Ptirran ges 
the program for BENNY and is intimately acquainted with him. 
BENNY and his sponsors were very much afraid that he would re- 
ceive a penitentiary sentence in connection with this case. 


j,7 C 


He advised me confidentially that EDDIE" CANTOR, 
who ha 3 recently made a number of public remarks relative to 
his dislike for HITLER and things German in general, has had 
difficulty with his sponsors, the American Tobacco Company, 
and the sponsor actually endeavored to cancel his contract 
after a recent episode in Hollywood. They were not legally 
able to break this contract and the comedian has eight or nine 
weeks before it expires. 



After the conclusion of a recent broadcast in 
Hollyrood, CANTOR made some remarks about HITLER and an indi- 
vidual in the rear of the studio arose and left and was fol- 
lowed by two persons, who are reported to have attacked him 
after engaging in a verbal dispute outside the studio. There 
was some talk of filing charges against the attackers, one of 
whom was said to have been an individual on the program with 
CANTOR. Apparently the incident, as well as CANTOR'S remarks, 
were very disgusting to the broadcasting company officials 
and he is becoming increasingly unpopular in radio circles. 



RBH:M 0 





















H* rP 

O' - c> 

copy bd 


4/9/39 


■Dear Sir: 

There ought ho « i „ 

press of the right^n/* 1 ^** 0 P^-^aatioo in 

fnny.s name is n ot jgt ST °r Uci ■ 

taricen) also Bnrn-s 2 ( ' U<!h *= English 

Zpio s* ls 

the fa u j^Tlp?UT *T h T- er *™ S** and 

nL iah oroohs ere «W. pS^^^en 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 






EAT: COH 

Time: 2:05 p.m. 


o 


HFciiera! SSnrrnu /f Inuestig^ticrn 
ilttitrft States Separtment of ifustire 
ISasljington, 3. C- 

April 1, 1939 


i 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


,L.i 


Inspector Foxwo rth 
connection w±th< 


V 

nents in 


•«'r. son 

V.r. Nu ihen 

E- A. Tftmjii 

Mr. 

Mr..Ooff«y 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Jlarbo 

Mr. 

Mr. MctoatJrei. ........ 

Mr. NJchoU. ^A-V^ 
Mr. Qaton TAJaxw;... 
Mr. Tracy/.-— 

MUb Gafld^..-..:..- 


and furnished the following devel^pmeuuo i ->/ , r*v> 

“ ~ * the J aclc oenny case t 



■Ujat he has ten shaken do 
^Ro 3en , Oe camMooxe 


A • ; v cr 

. : ;;/;NewTork. . 

I «-v ^'A' ^MtaklMown s and was 
• HHpat he, 
M sat at 


l a told Mr. Foxworth 

...ousand dollars by Mgrri , .... 

HMfcthes e individu al s havi ng knowl bd 

^HHHjj^went t 

, and he 




*o; 

whoArun 
Joiiig to 

irt to : 

and : “John Edg^^Vsr .wereVj 
you , had sat at Tastapj-e and 
photograph from you signed "Tp my 

• t’. . * A X t a *a a m /Q 1 Via 1 Vo A 4 €3 of 






j> nothing further and that he is afraid of e 


ijjtflilijte&yathat GracisuAllen was just as iguilty^in 
l^HWBo rg^Bums ; that in fact Oracle Allen jointly signed 
: ^e^#^tHrfen5T«id that Mary Livingston is ,the real one 
■MW" Jack Benny case and that she had personally given hjflL the 
aw-ft ■•;•••• . i . - nivr-ns. «Reordin 2 tc 


mm 

wWM 

■ ■■< ... J»Jp 

•jewelry he was to bring over.- George Burns, according : fl- <f/Mk 


r deducted, from his income tax the amount he paid for the 3 ewe 
'//fi' that when the Customs official s .raided Bu rns and Alien's W toen t» y .. V; , . _ 

V ! certain narcotics were found. informed^ ^ 

: ; individual; presently in the FeolH^MIe of Detention -f mm 
that both Bums and Allen use narcotics and. that this is the 
: ^^^ciS^ears^^ldng sleeves all the time. v:,?fae indi^dpal jJl.aims ?» 


m0mk- 

•: i't feVwj’- 

miMi 


soiC'harcotilcs to George and Grade. • ;y 

r . 1»0 H' K 


tern AMiatricti, and stated^^^is supposed to 

Msm*i 

^ . ' ■ fcia ^ e care o ±- 

xha-aaaaBfi&^s were^not made as he had a falling-put - wif> 

also furnished Mr^^^th information concerning 

■ minnosed to. have originated; : 


'"O matters that _ 

' /tot^hich did not go through. 

. iTi'-’'-.* i.~.. 4-V^ D^-aan . • 





s : supposed . to, have originated,/; 
Foxworth -is to send the details 

: v^% /ibfviliese v to - the .Bureau. ...; St\~M 7 

:rt4t%%%h¥&a%in-tfhe : Director 's c : .of£l^shoiD r* - X ^ 1 


ytie^%br&M)ri ; 4tie Director r sM 
..,. - Vohh ms furnished ■ 


; show’ 

b7C 


uy A/ v l .. .- : • ^ 

regards from your friend . 


~most cort. 


E. A. TA 


ITOERAl BUREAU OF I^ES® 


ilia 




EAT: DU 





SC~ 1H' 1 


Aoril 


1039 


iUSqORDHD 


Ur* P* £* Foxworth 

Federal Bureau a/ Investtg&tion 

V* Department of Justice 

007 {/# S* Court House, Foley Zguare 

Hew Fork, Hew Fork 


V- 


V 


,V. r . Si 
\t v 

Mr* C . 


\pl C, btv> 


Dear Dirt 

\ 

\x 

f'f' *T) 

reference to your tel ephonic conversation 
with pcrtain<\ }\ 

the personal attention of Oh tied states Attorney Cahill In V^sP- 
order that appropriate proseouttve action nay be undertaken . 
against any and all indivi duals who have violated any Federal ; ; 


Statute 

'shake 


w as 



states that he 
, includf"" u 
with 

o 

to 


at I did several years ago furn 
autographed photograph, 1 have of 
comparatively large number of people with 
upon their request and I 
considered in connection with 
prosecution of this or any other individual « 
you take particular care to impr ess upon Hr* 
that I have no more interest in 
■any other subject of a Bureau invesMpavTon* 


do not desire that ihie fact 
any 


such photographs 
Fact be 
decision made as to the 

1 desire that 
Cahill the fact 
. than I have in 

t?7C 

:o» 




■■ ? 



OOMMUfiK 


:i(MS SFCTION 


! *_ - 


APR &0 1939 ☆ 


. „ iVl - 

HQERM. tiUnl.4> <V iNV«Ti&*jWi 


„;rv 


Very truly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


TV 

O 


'C ’~r\m 


..o 

-hd 


. o 



copy-cmcw) 


ZAT'.m 


April 8, 1939 


v':. *■/ ; 




Mr.. £. B* Toxworth: * 

Federal Bureau : 'of Investigation 
U. B. Department of Justice ; . . 
60? B. -8i Court House, Foley Square 
New York, New York 


f'Dear Sir; 

V-V''' . : v . With' reference to your telephonic conversation 

'■ -with- Mrv^;: ;^T mH '‘ of the Bureau on April l/ 1989 . pettain- 
:4hgito ij^ori^tlUa ;reoe ived ffcttn desire 




you brlnftvall of the i»tf<irMat!!5^Wtti«hW? ; by him to 
thu pereonal'httehtioh of tinitH^tatesAttorney Cahill in 

prokeoUtiTe a'otlon may -v be tndert aken 
to'd-'el'i indivi duals who have violated any Federal 
Stat ut.e * ; ; S It.’ .ia . noted that dHBBH^^tatee that he was 
"ahaiken d own" by severed in« includ ing 

identical w ltl 

thfi^^!^evera^ear^go" — 
autographed photo&rahp I :have *W oourse Turnis!ie?HP 
comparatively large number of people with such photographs 
upon' their request and I do not desire that this fact be 
considered in connection with any decision made ae to the 
prosecution of t his or any other individual. I desire that 
you take partidular care tp iapressuDoi^^Sehill the fact 
tBut I have no more interest in^HHH^^then I have in 
any; other subject’ of a Bureau Yn^^Wget^nT 

Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Direotor 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 





(federal (Bureau nf Jmtestigatinn 
ISlniteft States (Department of t/ustire 
IRnsljtngton, 3. C. 

EAT: COE April 4 3 1932 

Time: 4:30 p.m. 


MEM Oli AN DUE FOR TEE FILE 


\ 







While in telephonic communication with 
Inspector Fox worth at New Tor'-, I was 

advised that 

had informed Mr. Foxworth that a dis- 
barred attorney in New York named^m ^ 
had a lot of £ 10,000.00 Gold Notes^hat 
he had turned one of them in to the 
Federal Reserve Bank and upon finding 
out that the same was hot } it was dropped. 






Mr. Foxworth stated he is going to turn 
this information over to Agents 

in connection vfIFth the 


case . 


E. 



1/7 C 


l 

r~ 

vf 


C-A 

f-5 


(=1 

vi 


j\ 



W 

\ 


RECORDED 

& 

INDEXED 



NI QAAIA 



t copj'-cncw) 



VIZ 


pCv ^ 1 1 1 * 
-f/ * 

f ^ * W.‘ 

P« 





hsjq&al 


5JR.-.AU Oi li'fV EST IGA T I CN 


New York, N.Y . 
April 6, 1939. 


i’£r :oKl 


PE.-.SGNAL AND 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. 0. 



IXC 


oe ar Sir : 

X | / 

During an interview which 1 had b'7C > \i7\y) 

3® inforined 5^ that on one of his trips to America a 
year grieve ago, anX’fort which wa^Succeasf ul. had been made by 
luORRISTROSEN, OSCAi^jMOOnL , o shake 

him down for a certain sura o^on5yTTHB|^c2Aim^ltet/ these 
individuals approached him and told him that they knew of his past 
criminal record and further that it was their intention to kidnan 
him and throw him in the river unless he paid to than the sum of^ 

^50 ,000. They stated they needed this money for LUCKJ^IUCIANO. 

1 a ims that he did pay them approx- 
imately $12,000 and thereafter he contacted one 
Detective of the New York City Police Pepartmen t7wh?S^r^?: 
vestigation. According to 4SflHHHHflBifehereaf ^ ter wanted to 
know if he desired prosecution and he informed him that he did not 
as the resulting publicity would undoubtedly ruin him. 
then claims to have prepared a statement in which he 
ly what had happened so far as the individuals named above were 
concerned. .After this had been done he approache b7c 

and told him that, he had prepared such a statement^^^^^S^^^^Xt 
were in his safety boxes both in Americp^nd Europe and that if 

anything happened to him the matter would immediately be known to 
the public. 
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that time old hat no 
any Staten he iSg^^leave and that he 
‘■■■■PP^as friendly with many people prominent in public life, 
he statea that he was friendly with JOHN EjGak H0C7EK, the Director 
of the rederal B ureau of I nvestigation and that you ate at his table 


and further told 
autographed "To 
club which is. 
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^he had a photograph of you which was 
and f req uently e ntertainedyou at his 

c l a i ms — that — he — raid ""hot 
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Letter to Director 
4 / 6/39 



attention et the time to remarks and that he personally 

felt that ^mpj^Ta^all right aHd was successful. Ke claims to 
have anoroa^nedjjmi on a number of occasions askinr him why he 

M sever his relations with the racketeers , and at that time 

told him about beinp born on the lower Wist bide of N ev; lork 
ng known the racketeers all of his life for which reason 
he could not "shake them". 


'i'he information furnished by does not 

in any way indicate a violation of any federal otatute . The violation, 
if any, would be of the State Laws. It is noted that says 

that a Detective of the Mew 1 ork Pity Lolice Departmen^ra^Trivestizated 


the matter and that he 


^requested that there be no prosecution. 


In accordance with the Bureau’s instructions, 

1 have called the facts in this matter to the attention cf Mr. John 
T. Cahill, u. 3. attorney, Southern district of New iork, telling him 
that i was doing so at your request. 


\cT!C 


--s the State authorities are already aware of 
this information and as the^e is no indication of any federal violation, 
no further action whatever is being taken by the Lew fork Office. 

v e ry t ru ly you r s , 


/s/ L. L. r oxworth . 

i j> L . f Cm • i 0 iv in. 

Inspector. 
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Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Sirj 

Reference is made to your letter of Aoril 
Stetee^Att^”"-" 0 ^ 1 ^- I pe r»nally furnis hed to United 



+M . ++ _ * h f re talked with Hr. Cahill concerning 

thi^aatte^nd furnished him with the details supplied by 

out lined in my letter to you of Anril 
'\ lieo infomed Hr. Cahill that^MAhad In fact 
been furnished with an autographed photo^BBPl you several 
years ago and that, of course, a large number of persona had 
received such photographs at their request. Mr. Cahill stated 

t J*f t r ™ m ^ c facts whlch 1 had furnished there was no indie! 
ation whatever of a violation of any Federal Statute and I 

+h!+ 1 ! Ul fv! ly P ^? ted ° Ut to him that F° u wanted to be sure 
he thorouehl^nderstood that you had no interest what- 

0the L than you wuid have -in. the subject 
P investigation. Mr. Cahill stated, to use 

ex ^ t words, I wouldn’t pay any attention to that at 
all. It amounts to absolutely nothing." 

Very truly yours. 

BBOO&DED 

4 v 

JWDRXED 

P. E. FQJCY/ORTH, 

Inspector. 
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Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 
, Washington, D. C. . 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed find copy of letter sent to Liberty Magazine,. N.Y. 



Dear Sirs: 

I expect that in a few moments this serall will be relegated to the 
waste basket. We (I speak for the majority of my friends) feel that 
Justice is not done with reference to the cases of Jack Benny & 

Geo. Burns. 

The Judges and Sponsors of these people must think, we gullible public will 
stand for anything. To be sure we have let a great many similar cases 
go by in the past. I suppose primarily because we thought we could do 
nothing about it, even now we do not know just how to proceed, but we 
intend to try. 

They the culprits would no doubt like us to forget it but myself and 
friends think it is about time the general, public began to take things 
into their own hands. 


Vie have a general manager in the person of J. Edgar Hoover who is 
trying diligently to cut crime in this country, but whose hands and 
efforts are tied, unless the people do their part. I and about 25 or 30 of 
my friends can see very little difference betv/een the acts of Benny and 
Burns and those of Fatty Arbuckle except in the latter case his act 
reacted against himself and the motion picture interests for which he 
paid the penalty, while Burns and Benny committed a crime against the 
Government and as we the people are the government, we are going to 
do something about it. 


We thought about chain letters throughout the country, kindly advise. In 
the meantime our radios are turned against any program upon which they 
appear. You are at liberty to publish this letter, but I have very little 
hopes of it. 


/s/ 


P.S. We do not consider' them a 


Very truly yours, 

immm 


yit 


our children. 
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MaidvInioriiiei^tojGct 
Slii*e f|f 

Intni nU s«rv!M 8Uff«h^»ter Hitler' and the ! converses Were 
I NEW • YORK. 'Aprft 6,-^Rasa. Mrs. totetvy.heir husband, and 
|\Weber/a German houseinaid with Albert ,'N£vOiaperau.l 
some degree bf .. fondness to ’ K^ WUJi 'KePVtng ihe soup ’and 

. ■ L RnP PT1 1 AiKm/ Af tnfiat :4hA 


Ihe soup and 


7.",, £7“ ‘7 she got *0 ' angry at what, the 

If if 1 "? 1 ***. t0 ?V ."a? diners were' saying about thd'Get- 

*: e °^i ^KT^ 1V ^ Ua i- w T e , r 171 div 1 - man leader that sne put down her 
Whfch* G^ U 8 R^i Ja ^ 0 t T^ ,t S “d waded, right irito the 

stars! 

duties 515 000 touers - and the; beginning of a 

Tr ; » *v , ; large headache for roost- of the 

-Ji-rt 4 * ^ S w ap i 81111 colony add the Broadway 

plecart and brought, the federal crowd— people; who never had 
men on the run to open the sipug- heard offtosa.-. 
gUng probe which Involved Bums, ’ • v f • 

Benny and other* and today she . CONVICTED SMUGGLER \ 
*to*f to collect as' much as 55,000 Without a thought of informer's 
■- lr jg the role of government in-, fees but only burned to a crisp 
former. because of the incident at her 


'The government pays tipsters employer's home, Rosa dashed 
who pass along , information- on down to the customs office arid 
smugglers, 25 per cent of the identified Mrs. Lauer as a smug- 
ddties and penalties collected as gler: Unfortunately for Mrs. 

a. result of the tip and while Rosa Lauer, she had been caught smug- 
. hasn't received hers yet and no- gling previously and had paid a 
b<jdy wants to talk about it offi- substantial fine so the customs of-! 
cially, she '«is an off-the-record fleers, after taking an affidavit 
entry for a quarter of the cash from Rosa, went up to the justice's 
handed over by the screen stars house to have a look-'see. j 

arid by Mrs. Elma Lauer. I From Rosa’s complaint and that! 

v ; TALK OF HITLER preliminary investigation stemmed 

- W ' the major smuggling probe which, 

Bosa never suspected when she before it ended with the sentenc- 
Jolned in the conversation at the ing of Bums and Benny on guilty 
hoine of Mrs. Lauer, wife of a pleas and the anti-climax sentenc- 
Siipreme Court justice, that she ing of Mrs. La her and Chaperau— 
was laying the groundwork for a identified as Shapiro— involved a 
*maH-»_eejson al fortune. considerable number of names 

The’ conversation on that event- found more often in lights than 
ful evening centered about Adolf 'on grand jury recorder-, "tt* I 


Pror-itazi Maid Gets $6,714 
for Exposing Burns, Benny, 


NEW; YORK. April </P) — The 
p rp- Hitler huff— that ' led Rosa 
Weber, a German maid, to turn In- 
former against ^NSSS^gllng con- 


..Vt.L, i 


| :plracy which involved Jack Benny 
and Georg? Burns will net her at 
least $6,714 in. United States Gov- 
ernment reward, it - was disclosed 
today.. ' ; • : • 

The maid, employed in the house- 
hold of State Supreme Cobrt Justice 
Ed gar jjtLa.ue r, quit her job, vowing 
"revenge,” at the height of a dinner 
party at which the Lauers’ guests 
voiced anti-Nazi remarks. 

"Ladies and- gentlemen,” the maid 
was quoted as - telling the -Startled 
dinner guests, "X aih a true German- 
I love Adolf Hitler.' If you don’t stop! 
speaking against him, I will stop, 
serving the dinner right now." ■ 

She went to Government authori- 
ties, with' the result that customs 
agents later raided the Lauer apart- 
ment and afterwards arrested Al- 
bert N. CJiaperau, confessed smug- 
gler, who had been one of the 
dinner guests, thereby opening the 
trail that led to Benny and Burns. 

1 Mrs. Lauer, Chaperau , and the 
two radio and screen comedlgns all 
pleaded guilty. Benny paid a *10,000 
fine and Bums * 8 , 000 .. In addition, 
*8,816 worth of smuggled jewels 
and clothing were confiscated. 

Under Treasury Department regu- 
lations, the maid will be rewarded 
for her role of informer by 25 per 
cent of the total fines and 25 per 
ceni of the 100 per cent penalty 
impjsed on the smuggled articles 
— o: 25 per cent of the grand total 
of ! 26,816. . - r 

Additional sums may be f >rth- 
coming next Tuesday w'hen C) ape- 
rau and Mrs. Lauer are sche luled 
to be sentenced. 
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April 26, 1939 



j^7C 



In Mr. Hoover* a absence from Washington, I 
wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 
April 11, 1939, and I know that the Director will 
appreciate you r kind references to his efforts in 
coabating criae. I shall of course call your letter-"-' 
to his attention upon his return. 

Sincerely yours, 


K. A. T*»aun 
'■ Of.!* 


• Silt VI f. 
; : i/O 
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Director 
May 4, 1939 


him, and for this reason refused to make any payments to cnycne, 
and the charges were subsequently dismissed. 


fie further related that as far as the request of 
$7,500 was concerned, there were two persona, 

WsSWHKa presently could not reaerter, 
rant at 4Let Street and Broadway /ierw fork City, who co-la s 

stantiate his story. 



The above information was secured from 
an interview on another matter, and is being sutm^ted to you for 
your information, and no action is being taken thereon. 


Vexy truly yours. 


P. E. F0XKORTH, 
Inspector. 


W7L) 

W7D 


